
Incas for Kids: The Complete Reading 
List Checklist 

Incas for Kids: The Ultimate Reading List 
Checklist 
Use this expanded list to curate the perfect books for your Incas for kids unit. Books are 
divided by age group and category to help you quickly find what you need, whether you're 
borrowing or buying. 

Category 1: Picture Books & Introductions (Grades K-3) 

These books are ideal for visual learners and for introducing the culture, myths, and 
geography of the Andes. 

☐ Lost City: The Discovery of Machu Picchu Author: Ted Lewin Focus: Stunning 
watercolor illustrations that capture the mood and geography. Light on text, perfect for 
reading together. 

☐ The Llama’s Secret: A Peruvian Legend Author: Argentina Palacios Focus: A retelling 
of an ancient Peruvian flood legend. A great way to introduce mythology and the cultural 
importance of animals. 

☐ Up and Down the Andes Author: Laurie Krebs & Aurélia Fronty Focus: A simple, 
rhyming story about children journeying to a market in Cusco. Shows modern Andean life 
that retains Incan traditions (clothing, food, animals). 

☐ Maria Had a Little Llama / María Tenía una Llamita Author: Angela Dominguez Focus: 
A bilingual (English/Spanish) take on "Mary Had a Little Lamb," set in a Peruvian village. 
Wonderful for the youngest learners. 

☐ The T-Fuzz and the Incan Treasure Author: J.H. Sweet Focus: A fun, fictional adventure 
story. While not historically accurate, it uses the Incan setting to get very young kids excited 
about the idea of the Incas and their treasures. 

☐ P Is for Piñata: A Mexico Alphabet (and similar cultural alphabet books) Author: Tony 
Johnston Focus: While this is about Mexico, finding A-Z books for specific cultures (like C is 
for Cacao) helps kids learn core concepts. Look for South American or Peruvian alphabet 
books to introduce words like 'Andes,' 'Llama,' and 'Quinoa'. 

 



Category 2: Core Non-Fiction Texts (Grades 3-6) 

These books serve as the "spine" for your unit, providing the main facts, infographics, 
timelines, and clear explanations. 

☐ Machu Picchu: The Story of the Amazing Inkas and Their City in the Clouds Author: 
Elizabeth Mann Focus: Probably the best single-volume book. It combines an engaging 
narrative with detailed illustrations and diagrams (how bridges were built, how stone was 
cut). 

☐ The Incas (A True Book: Ancient Civilizations) Author: Sandra Newman Focus: A 
clear, concise, and well-organized text. Perfect for elementary students just starting to read 
for information. Good vocabulary definitions. 

☐ DK Eyewitness: Inca, Aztec, Maya Publisher: DK Focus: The classic DK format with 
stunning photos of artifacts on a white background. Great for visual learners and for seeing 
real textiles, pottery, and goldwork. 

☐ National Geographic Kids: Incas (Various articles and books) Focus: Look for any Nat 
Geo Kids materials. They are always lively, full of bright photos and maps, and do an 
excellent job explaining complex topics (like mummies) in a kid-friendly way. 

☐ The Inca Empire (True Books: Ancient Civilizations) Author: Michael Burgan Focus: 
Another solid non-fiction choice. It's well-organized, covers daily life, rulers, and the 
conquest clearly, and is written at a perfect level for 3rd-5th graders. 

☐ You Wouldn't Want to Be an Inca Mummy! Author: Colin Hynson Focus: Part of a 
hilarious series, this book uses humor and cartoonish illustrations to teach about serious 
topics, in this case, Incan beliefs about the afterlife and mummification. Highly engaging for 
reluctant readers. 

☐ The Incas for Kids: A History with 21 Activities Author: J.P. Press Focus: A great 
all-in-one book that combines history with the activities we've been discussing. It provides 
context and projects, making it a great resource for homeschool units. 

 

Category 3: Historical Fiction & Deep Dives (Grades 5-8) 

These books help middle schoolers build empathy and understand complex social and 
historical themes, from daily life to the violent conquest. 

☐ Secret of the Andes Author: Ann Nolan Clark Focus: A Newbery Medal-winning book. A 
deep, poetic story about a modern Incan boy herding llamas who learns of his ancient 
heritage. Best for strong, thoughtful readers. 

☐ The Last of the Incas: The Rise and Fall of an American Empire Author: Hyams and 
Ordish Focus: A more mature non-fiction book perfect for strong 7-8th grade readers or as a 
read-aloud. It details the conquest by Pizarro and the end of the empire. 



☐ Ice Maiden of the Andes Author: Johan Reinhard Focus: The National Geographic 
article (and subsequent book) about the discovery of the "Mummy Juanita." It's a gripping 
real-life archaeology adventure that raises complex questions about Incan sacrifice. 

☐ The King's Fifth Author: Scott O'Dell Focus: Excellent historical fiction. The story is told 
by a young cartographer who joins the Spanish conquistadors searching for gold. It 
powerfully shows the greed and violence of the conquest from a unique perspective. 

☐ The Captive Author: Scott O'Dell Focus: Another compelling novel, this one following a 
young seminarian who travels to the New World and ends up living among the Mayans (and 
later encounters the Incas). It explores themes of religion and colonization. 

☐ Turn Left at Machu Picchu: A Cheeky, Unflinching Story of Travel Author: Mark 
Adams Focus: (For advanced 8th graders or parents). This is a modern travelogue where 
the author tries to retrace Hiram Bingham's original expedition. It's hilarious and provides 
fantastic context about the discovery of Machu Picchu and its meaning today. 

 

 


	Incas for Kids: The Complete Reading List Checklist 
	Incas for Kids: The Ultimate Reading List Checklist 
	Category 1: Picture Books & Introductions (Grades K-3) 
	Category 2: Core Non-Fiction Texts (Grades 3-6) 
	Category 3: Historical Fiction & Deep Dives (Grades 5-8) 


